
The DANTE project 

The DANTE project emerges as a necessary approach to overcome the current distance 
between politicians in Brussels and European citizens and promote active and 
participatory citizenship based on the development of digital competencies and social 
and civic competence through the exchange of best practices based on an increased 
access to Open Education Resources & Social Media. The partners decided to work on 
the field of active and participatory citizenship because the future of the European Union 
means major changes for European citizens. An important part of this is a bottom-up 
strategy, hence key skills such as ICT and entrepreneurship need to be at the heart of 
their professional education and training. 
 
danteprojectblog.wordpress.com  Project No. 2013-1-RO1-LEO04-29498 8 
 

 Chamber of Commerce and Industry Bistrita Nasaud, Romania 

 Kulturno izobraževalno društvo PiNA, Slovenia 

 Lawton School S.L., Spain 

 
ΔΙΚΤΥΟ ΕΠΙΣΤΗΜΟΝΩΝ ΚΑΙ ΕΠΑΓΓΕΛΜΑΤΙΩΝ ΤΟΥΡΙΣΜΟΥ ΚΑΙ 
ΠΟΛΙΤΙΣΜΟΥ ΜΕΣΟΓΕΙΟΥ – IONET, Greece 

 University Politehnica of Bucharest, CAMIS Center – Romania 

 ALYTAUS KOLEGIJA University of Applied Sciences, Lithuania 

 Faculty of Economics, VSB – Technical University, Ostrava, Czech Republic 

 Coop. Soc. Città viva, Italy 

 

 
 
Disclaimer 

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication 
reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use 
which may be made of the information contained therein. 
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SOCIAL MEDIA USE FOR VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

ORGANIZATION 

Lawton School is an SME specialised in language training, business and vocational 
training through language skills for a wide range of companies, professional associations, 
trade unions and official bodies. Delivery has traditionally been classroom based but 
increasingly includes computer-based and online learning, distance learning or blended 
approaches. Apart from implementing more than 20 LdV and Grundtvig projects in 
cooperation with multiple partners across Europe, Lawton School developed the 
innovative methodology and content of the digital language school for the visually 
impaired (Eurochance I & II) http://es.langschool.eu and the course content for the 
successful EU Women project http://www.euwomen.org. Likewise Lawton School was 
promoter and main interactive content developer of the LdV-TOI project HENGE 
(Heritage and Natural Resources for Green Entrepreneurship) http://www.henge-
rural.eu). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THE CHALLENGE 

While many teachers and trainers see social media and networks as a nuisance in their 
classes, there is a widespread, growing tendency in Spain for them to be incorporated in 
different types and levels of education.  
The question arises, of course, of what subject areas social media and networks can 
usefully contribute to. They may be useful in more academic fields, but are less so in 
vocational training aimed at combatting youth unemployment through the development 
of motor skills such as painting and decorating, plumbing, etc.  
In the case of language training in Lawton School, the vast majority of students attending 
our courses are so-called ‘digital natives’, so it is not a question of whether to add an 
extra dimension to our courses by means of social media and networking, but rather how 
to achieve this and what specific tools to use among the wealth of resources available. 

 

SOLUTION 

Lawton School staff at present are going through a period of continuing training and 
coordination in the use of social media and networking in order to satisfy the demands 
of a modern teaching approach. The role of the teacher is more and more that of a guide 
and adviser, on-site classes are increasingly a meeting point for help, practice and 
discussion, rather than the only source of contact with the language, the teacher and 
other learners. Many tools exist for this purpose - online materials including video 
sharing sites, closed learning environments, online platforms, exercises and tests, video 
conferencing - and teachers need to make a judicious choice of what and how much to 
use. This involves sharing ideas and best practices and making sure that new 
technologies are not used simply as a novelty or gimmick but are adapted to the concrete 
needs of our students and that more traditional teaching skills and knowledge are not 
neglected or discarded. 

 
 

 
 
 
BENEFITS OF USING SOCIAL MEDIA 

 Encourages collaborative learning. 

 Facilitates personal learning networks. 

 Makes it possible to connect and share tools, resources, techniques. 

 Opens many doors to new activities in the classroom. 

 Fosters discussion amongst educators. 
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